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A Brilliant Spectacle of
Beautiful Women and
Flashing Jewels - The
View from the Balcony
The Ultra-Fashicnables
Who Sit in the Boxes-
Their Attitude and
Dress.

Wlth the openlng of Grand Opern be-
glns the soclal wlilrl of another winter
season ln New York. On tlie heels of lt
follow the pmlless round of dlniiers. hnlls,
reeeptlonsj."teiis ,jind brldge partles whleli
crowd-.theydnys'niid nlghts of fashionable
society. Up fo thls time tlie fiisliionutil'es
linve spent the nutuinu days at country
rcBldences or in temporary city f|iinrters,
notoring back and fortb from dressmaker
lo mllllner, up und down tlie avenue nnd
icross the slde streets whero are sltunted
the stiitill excluslve shops supplylug the
miniberless accessorles net'essury to the
femlulue wardrobe.

Opera Rehearnnls.

And whlle luiurloiis city houses havo
hren undergolng ull sbrts of repalrs und
tvardrobe preparatlons have been going
on, the sweet volced songsters of iwo
jreat opera rouipnules bnve been spendlng
long" hours rebeiirslng for the greatest
tveut of the wluter season.

Openlnir MkIiI.

Ev»ryone nnturnlly iooks forward to
ppenlng nlght wlth no Ilttle nnxlety.
lovers of music, crltlcs. fasldon Idolnters
nntl the grent number of reporters nnd
fushlon wiiters who go to grand opera to
!raw frotn It all that ls ment for a good
uewspaper story,

In the Ittixf-i.

1d tbe boxes subscrlbed for from yenr to
renr by those whose fortunns itre publlc
talk, sit Borae of the most beautiful'
vomen of the world. tlie lieuuty of fare
md figure enbitneed by the gorgeoim ros-
iumes nnd. tlie hrllllniit JpwpIk they wear.
The splendid spectacle of thls nrrny of

beatity Ik best rlewed from the b'nloony,
tvliere those who go to hear nnd see usniilly
ilt. Itnx Qcrupants, fnutilcssly nttlred lu the
>si lhat the world of fasliloii hns to
»ffer, ste'p from thelr carrlages uud go
Ilrci'tly to tlielr sents. there to itsBume an
ittltude wlilcli the careful study of lienil
li'ilse nnd body grnc-e miikes so uttrac-
tlie There ls Ilttle inovhig about nntl
'cs talking whlle tho slngers nre ou tlie
-t.'igc. tiillilng not belng fuBliloiialile lu
tlirse days among the ultru fUHlllouubles.
Between the nets these lioi occiipunts uie
on piirnde, vlslt Ing buck and fortb. ex-
cliunglng lighi talk und pretty t-ouipll-
mcnls, uud Incldcnlulty atrordlug luuch
tatlsfactloii to tlie lookers-ou,

Gronil Opern a Kiislilnn Slum.

Llke the Ilorau Show, tlie Opern Is
really n clotlies show; tbe latter even
more authentlc thut tbe former. Whlle
uveryoue weurs uew -aml eharuilng things
st the Horse Show. the tuuHt excluswe
clotlies are reserved for the Opera. Thls
ii'usoti wlll, undoubtedly, he the greatest
pperatlc season, from s fushlou vleupolnt,
that New York. bus ever known, for
never have we had such fascltintiiig fush-
liins, and such exquisue niaterlaU wlth
whlch to eiecuto tbeni.
TIk old ruie ot wuue and llght colors

for evenlug- wenr wlll be adbered to as
usual. Plaln and fnncy materials. rfleh
Bntlna and silks, soft rhlffnus nnd vnlu-
able laces, wltb n wlde rnnge of beautiful
brocndes, wlll all be there. Trlmmlngs
ere many nnd varlous and thelr use at. all
.times artlatlc. Costuraca of plaln silks,
sntins, lnnsdowne nnd sue'h weaves are
emhelllshed wlth rich laees nnd hand em-

broldcrlesj whlle tlie prlnted silks nnd
other fancy materials use plaln trliumlugs.

Pullletted Effect*,
Pnllletted bandlngs and mednlllons aro

very effce-tlve on auy materlal, and they
are belng used to n great extcnt thls sea¬
son on rostumea for both mnlds and ma-
trons. One gown whlch wlll be worn by
a New York debutante very popular In
tbe upper aet for ber beauty, wlt, and
great fortmie. bas the entlre front of tho
bodiee, the.ebort aleeves aud the skirt
pnnel. of sllver seeiulns on a net founda-
tlon. Tliis. wlth a foot trlmralng of vel¬
vet nppllques above a deep satln band, Ia
tbe sole trlmmlng of the beautiful gray
net gown wltli n foundatlon of gray satln.
No Jewels nther than n slngle strnnd of
penrls wlll be worn wltb tlils tolletto,
fenture wlilch dlstlngulshDB lt from thnt
of tbe uiulrou.

JcwcIh for Mnld nnd aiatron.

Jewels of every klnd and value hedeck
tlie fnshlniinbli.' matron, but the debutanto
la restrletctl to a slmple neek e luiln, a
slilng of penrls or u binidsome lirooch.
The opera gown ls tbe ball gown nnd

tbe forinul dlnner gown, low of noek,
shiirt sleeved uiul long tralned. Dlnner
nt iioine or nt Sberry's or Delnionlco's
prii-e,les or follows the opera, bo thnt In
elther e-iise tbe opera costume serves two
purpose*.
One gown whlch wlll ercnte no llttlo

eiclteinent tlils se-nson ls tbnt to be worn
by one of u fnuilly of womiHi styled "the
seven most beautiful women tn Auiericu."
lt ts emplre lu mode. Imt strlklngly ut-
trnetive because of its Blmnliclty of do-;
slgu aud beautiful trlmmlugs. lu color.
too, It la blgbly nrtlstlc, tbe materlal,
soft. Hllliy lauudowno, belng o very dell-
i-flte ihudo or gray aud the bund emhrold-
erle.-B gruy aud sllver wltb tombes of vlo-
H't. these wrougbt by a Japanese artlst
who luis recently become famous ln "Guy
I'ui-e-e" as sir ussoclnte of one of thu
grotttest costume umkers of tbe times,
Henlice anel ukirt which bear nll tho car-
maiks of tlie renowned Pnejulo are embol-
llsbed hvavlly with tlu-se eiubroielcrles,

the centrnl motlf of whlch are fllet net
mednlllons set In the front and back sklrt
pnuels and the front of the bodlce.

Tho Nctt Pars.

Furs, of course, nre nlways part of the
opera tollette. Handsome neck pleces
and tnuffs, separate wraps nnd coats of
varlous lengths and shapes.cape or

klmona sleeves, with or without collars
and trimmed wlth beautiful laces.cloth
aml sllk outer garments wlth touches of
fur, all ttiese wlll represent the vogue of
furs ln thls wtnter's fashions. Exceptlng
the Russlan sable, whlch Is always hlgh
style by renson of Its excluslve price,
whlte furs are the most fashionable.
Whlte and llght colored ostrlch and tnar-
ahout wlll also be worn, together wlth
? ovcltles of lace, chlffon and malluette.

The Fashionable ColfTnr e.

The colffure merlts equally as mnch at¬
tentlon ns the costume nowadays. Tbe
hlgh dresslng so generally becomtng ls
stlll the fashlon, desplto the effort of
colffeurs to brlng In tbe low nrrango-
ment. Young glrls dress thelr balr low
on the neck, but only a few beautiful
women to whom tbe flat part nnd low
chissic knot nre pnrtlcularly sulted dress
thelr halr ln thls fashlon.
Magnlllcent Jewelled crowns and tlarns,

anyone of thom worth a klng's rniisotn,
are worn by the matrous of the glitturlng
borseshoe. Those less endowed wlth thls
world'g goods dlsplny colffure omatnetits
of spnngled and Jewelled guuze nnd
uiallnette, whlle the debiitn'nteu wear
sluipie rlbbon fllets or wreuths of rosi'H
tlulsUcd wlth rosettes of malinctte.

The Dcbutante'a fiown.

Slnce slmpllclty Ii the keynote of tlie
seiison's fashions nnd mald und mntrcu
allko are followlng thls latest trettd of
fashlon', there ls Ilttle dllTereuce In tlio
deslgna of eostumes woru by these youug.
er metnbers of society. I'ractlcully the
only dllfereuce ln thelr opera tnllcttes Is
the absence of Jewelry lu tliat of tlie tle-
butnutvB, She may wear a atrlng of
peurls, a slmple neck clinln or a pretty
pln, but noue of tbe brlllluntly attractlve
jewehj wlth whlch the matron is privl-
leged by rules of fashlon to udorn UerBelf.
These faBhlnnnblo putlletted nets whlch
innku such brllllaut, selutlllattng trliifntlug
fur siiuplc coH'.imies, muko up iu n mtms-
ure for tlie uhsence of Jowels lu the de-
butante's tollette. Tbls very slmple cos¬
tume, lmported for n siugle ajipearaiice at

grnnd opera, ls of gray net over sntln of
tlie sniue shade, trimmed wlth velvet ap-
pllques und scquins In Piiquln blue. There
Is a deep faclng of grny sntln at the
foot of tbe skirt above whlch the appll-
que and sequins form a deep border. Ths
sleeves, bodlce plastron nnd aklrt panel
of the pallletted net nre tn one piece.
Above the sequlu decollctnge ia a gulmpe
of flnest wblte net top lace, tbree frllls
upstatuiing on a net foundntton. A band
of dark blue velvet wlth Jewelled slldes
Is worn around tbe neck, and the long
gloves are whlte suede.

I'ltru-.ualilonnfale Opera Attlre.

Decollete costume of rlcb silk or sntln,
brocade, cblffon or lace, faultlesaly ar¬

ranged nnd ornnmented colffure, a pro-
fusion of bcauliful 'JewelB, nnd wo hnve
a plcture of tlio fnsliloiiiilile liox pntron
of graud opera. Thls beautiful crcntlon
whlch comes from a Pnrls snlon for one
night at grnnd opera ls of whlte chiffon
wlth prlnted velvet borders ln pouipadour
design and colorings, mednlllons of lace
and pallletted net dlvldlug tbo two bor-
ders of dlfferent wldths. The uiedalliou*
n.so trlm tho square necked bodlce. A
sush of tho velvet border starts at tbo
walfitlluo lu front benentU nn ovnl buckle
of rhlnestohes, is drnped over the shoulder
to give added wldth to thls part of tbe
Qgure nnd apparently dluilnlsh the size of
the wnlst, nnd brought down to tbe top
of the high wblte sntln gtrdlo and securod
the-re wtib another jewelled bue-kle. Thls
sush Is Hned wlth chiffon nud tbe ends
tinislii'd wlth ineihilllons. Tbe sleoves are

very short und slmple. The colffure abd
Its oruiiiiicnts are fnslilouiiblo aud urtlstic.

Por Opera Hutlne*.

Opern mntlnee and evening opera are
two dlfferent thlngs, so fur as the dress-
lug of soclety la concerued. Neverthe-
lesa oue sues some very stunnlng novel*
tle's nt these duytlino performoucea wblcb
nre very inucb worth whlle froiu a ftisu-
lou vlewpolut, For Instunces, tbe ple-
tured ceiiii aml muff of lace aud cbliicbilla,
brought over from Paris,especlally for tho
opera sensou oj a young soclety mairon
whoso fuuey for horaeS and taste lu
clotbea la-nell known. The body of tho
coat Is of whlle silk appllque over whito
satln and trlmnilug thls Is a polnted stola
collar ot cbtiictillla wlth pendaut cord or-

nuuieuts lu vrbtlo. A wlde fur band flu-
ishuu tbe bottom ot tbo coat and tbe Jau-
iiue.-io sleeves. The muff Is of tbe ap-
piii|iu> bunded and drauod wltb tbo cbln-
chllia.

Dainty Conc&ts for the Boudoin
Looklng over the beautiful crentiohs ln

the negllgces thls season, oue wonders at
tho Ingenulty of deslgucrs ln worklng
out so many cnurmlng varlatlons of tbe
Japnncse ldea. The Japnuese klmona,
whlle the natlonal formn! dress of theso
Ilttle people of the Far East, lg to Amer-
Icnns purely n negllg'ee garinent; 'so it
ls qulte natural that Its hest ndnptntlons
should be found ln gurinents of thla chur-
acter. Its success, however, Is uot llm¬
ited to thls fleld, for wo have long siuce
acknowletlged lt tho domlnate fonture of
every type of present duy costutulng.
wltb one exceptlon, tho tallor-made.
A very attractlve comhinotion of modes

ls wltnessed lu thoso hcnutlful einplre
houso goivns wlth Japuueso sleovos.
Sometlmes the sleeve Is n full, fluffy
puff of lace or some soft fnhrle such as
net or chltTon, set Itislde tho wide mnn-
darln nrmholo wltli Ita charaeterlstle
deep satln hand, and ngaln lt ls truly
Japanese, cut ln ono wlth tbe botty of
tho garuiont uud diooplng groeefully lu
Orlental fashlon over tho shoulder and
arm.
One pleee houso goivns sharo fnvor

wlth two pleee inodels thls, season. The
latter for some uu~uceouutuhle reason^
bpi'iii droHsler thnn tho formbr, snltl-
clently bo to scrvo ns ovenlng costuniea'
en famllle. These nre mndo wlth long
full sklrts, guthered or plea"ted Into tho
WHlstband, and flitlslied ut the hottuin
wlth u bllloivy flounce or nn nppllcd liem
of sllk or Btitln. lf the lutter, tho cnsit-
llko nintltieo ls tlnlsliuil nll nround with
a nnrrower hluding of tho sllk atul tha
¦leeve trimmed to the sunio depth as
the sklrt. Tho euiuha waistllua la at-

tractlvely attnlncd wlth Ince Imndlugs
or galloons set In Bevernl lnches nbovo
the natural walstllue aud tbo materlal
cut away beneutb. Sotuotlmes a deep
polnted or scalloped cdgoJ laco la used,
and tben the polnts nro set townrd the
sboiildcrs, tbe strnlglit' edge of tbe lace
miirklng tbe wnistllne rnther doflnltely.
Noue of tbesc emplre garments tlt suug-
ly. They Bltnply suggest tho llnea of
the flguro wlthout detlnlng lt.

ln thoso negllgees Inteiiiled for the
conflnes of tho boudolr only there are
numerous pretty Idens for wblcb ono
mny pay a goodly prlco ln tbe reudy-
niude nrtlelfi, or copy nt the cost of a
llttle tlme nnd pntlence. Very dainty
lounglng eowns ure made of Itiosnehstvo
iilluitross or wool crepe in ono stimle'nud
Jlned wltb thln Chlnii slli. ln .another,
tho pretty llttle IhuhIIih'h of rlbbon or
silk mntclilng tbe llning ln color, Wblte
albiitri)8H wlth one's favorlte color Iu tbe
linlng nml trlmmliigs would lie vory dainty
nnd sweet. Both ninterlulH clenn rcndHy,
so thnt iislde from Its attrai'tlveness «
gown ot thls klnd would p'ro've n prac¬
tlcal investment. Tbo silk belng uo very
soft und euthely wllbout bulk ls put lii
full nml loose, thnt Is, aet.ln tho arms-
eyo and neck setinis only, n'tul Qulsbed at
the bottom wltb n deep bem. -The lin¬
lng could nlso bo uiude sepiiruto und
tueked ln plui'e nftor eacb cleuulug of
tbe nibatross, wblcb solls suouer, tlian
tbe linlng.

In tbo short negllgees there'ls a very
elever llttle model whlch l.-i really un
iinprovemeut ou uu idea wblcb ciime out
nbout a year ugo. Tbe orlgluul uiodol
wus simply a square yurd of materlal

wlth a square or ctrcle, safflelently large
to admlt tbe head, eut ln tbe ceDlrc.
When adjusted tlie points of the squars
cotno over tbe arnis and In the centre
back and front The puttlng on and off
of tbls Ilttle novelty naturally dlsar-
rangcs the collTure to lomo extent.
enough bo to have atarted tbe work of
Bome Ingeulous mlnd on the road to Im-.
proveinent. the result of "wblch is most
satisfactory. The sqnare ,wttb Ita neck
openlng ls cut up from one of the points
and tho rlbbon facing arouud the squnre
rontlnues up these edgea to the neck,
finlshed wlth a rlbbon bound polnted
.collar fastcned wlth a bow of rlbbon
ln the front Over tbe arms the points
are turned up to a depth of four or flve
Inches and eccurcd wlth a rlbbon bow,
thls giving the effect of a hlgh cuff to
tbe Blmuliited sleera made by tacktng
the «quare together under the arm tbree
luches from tbe rlbbon edge.
A ynrd of albatross, crepe or some such

lnexpenstve materla]" wlth slx yards of
rlbbon of any wldth from one to three
inches ls all thnt ls neccssnry for the
maklng of thla pretty confectlon. A

good shoppcr can tlnd botb moterlal and
trlmmlng nt such prlces as to brlDg tba
cost wlthln tho dollar mark.
Japanese klmonas of shantung nnd

China sllk embelllshed with renl Japa¬
nese embrolderics are novel and attrac¬

tlve to tlio comfort-loviug Amerlcan
womnn. Japnn ls exportlng quantltles
of theso garments to thls country »lnco
the vogue of all things Orlental, and
thelr prlces are not cxorbltant. consld-
erlng tbe fact that they are linported.

ii «¦> ii-.-

A Balconr Tollette.

The cvonlng costume of the woman who
slts In the balcony nt the opera may or

may not be decollete. As a matter of
fnct, it Is very often the latter, but ln
all caseB it ia dressy and worn wlth as

many Jewela as aho can afford. Whlta
nnd llght, dellcate colorB prevall In the
tonlng of such costumes, rlch Inces and
exqutsite hand embrolderles runnlng rlbt
over satlny surfaces of bodlca and sklrt.
One materlal whlch wlll Vs seen very
much at the opera thls season ls pompa-
dotir sllk. Of such Is the plctured co«.
tume, a whlte taffetas sllli, soft aud lus-
trous, acn'ttered. wlth plnk pompndour
roses nnd' follnge ln soft gray shades. The
hodice and skirt are bullt ln one, sbirrcd
the depth of a girdle at tho valstllne.
An overskirt eftect ls wrought wltb whlte
satln embroldercd ln whlte and sllver
tbrands, thls trlmmlng correspbndtng wlth
that on the bodlce ln the form of turn-
over collar and revers whlch extend al¬
most to the wnlstllne nnd edge a veat of
whlto ducbess lace, The sleeves are novel
ln shaplng and aro mnde of sllk, lace np-
pllque and prlnted cblffon of the sutue de¬
slgn lis the Bllk. They aro very short
and mot by the long suede gloves severBl
Inches ubovo the elbow. A broad brlmmeit
chnpejiu wlth trlmmlngs of gold lace,
ostrlch plumes, and innllnetto Is a pretty
acccssory to thls costume.

Am She steps front H-r Cnrrlu»n.

Enterlng the lobby of tlie,opera bouss
Just as she bns stepped frotn her carrtnge
the woman of fashlon preseuts a strlk-
lngly clinrmliig plcture, whlcb ls not to
bo equnlled for Its benuty on any other
occnolon, Hor costume ls of soft, rlch
sllk or satln, cllnglug cblffon or lace,
cnrefully deslgned to brlng out the bost
tlgure Unes. nnd over thlB slie wears a
coat or cupo of fur or eloth ornnte wlth
rlch ti'luiinliigs. An exninple of the slnv>
pllelly of duBlgn whlch chnracterlzes even¬
lng wraps tlils season shows to advnutago
lu thls cont of oyster whlte broadcloth
linnglng ln strnlght, grneeful folds from
shoulder to top of sklrt hein. More than
hnlf thu aurface of thls coat, Ineludliig
tbe loose Japanese sleeves, ls covered
with soutache brnldlng and exqulslte dead
whlle Japanese einbrolderles ttxecuted on
a foundutiou of fllet net over whlte satln.
Iicnvy sllk cord tiisseiH are set on tln
fronts at the bttstliiie, and the garment li
llned throughout wlth gold and whlte bro.
ciulQ satln. A huge black-hat «f plented,
mauiiotta and satln trimmed wlth bljicl
ostrlch nnd gold tlsauo rlbbon con-'lt
ments tbe toucb. of black lu th* "

tbionj. band.


